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WELCOME Message
Welcome to Rose Hill Middle School! 

Dear Sixth Grade Parents, 

The Rose Hill Middle School community is looking forward to the 
arrival of our incoming 6th graders for the 2019-2020 school year. 
We know that attending a new school may cause both excitement 
and uncertainty. Our incoming students will receive the benefit of a 
series of student transition activities that will prepare and motivate 
them to be outstanding members of our RHMS community. It is our 
mission to provide a campus that welcomes all students to our 
“Rose Hill family,” and we strive to provide an inclusive environment 
where students feel safe and that provides a positive foundation for 
their time at Rose Hill Middle School.  

This booklet is provided to each of our Rose Hill incoming 6th grade 
families to give students and parents an overview of our elective 
offerings. To find our full course catalog for the school year 
2019-2020, please visit http://rhms.lwsd.org/academics/course-
catalog. Our programs ensure that every student has a course of 
study that is challenging, engaging, and valuable to our students as 
they continue on a pathway to high school and beyond. With 
thoughtful planning and the assistance of our counselors and staff, 
we are confident that each student will have a course of study that 
enriches their schooling experience while enabling them to meet or 
exceed our district and state standards.  

As we continue to enrich our curriculum and extra curricular pro-
grams, we are constantly looking for ways to tie in real-life learning 
opportunities into our student experience. School-based partnerships 
via our PTSA and the local business community provide us with an 
array of unique opportunities to broaden learning experiences across 
the curriculum.  

Our counselors, Mrs. Danielle MacDonald, Ms. Carolyn Stelling and 
Mr. Terry Thompson, are highly experienced and they are our best 
resources to guide students and parents through their introduction to 
middle school and the years of schooling that lie ahead. Students are 
strongly encouraged to utilize our counseling resources for 
assistance with academic, interpersonal or personal matters that 
may be affecting their progress. We also encourage parents to 
familiarize themselves with our counseling services in order to best 
utilize these resources, should the need arise. 

Our goal is to ensure that every student receives a quality education 
from highly skilled teachers in a uniquely personalized school 
environment. With this in mind, we want to welcome you to Rose Hill 
Middle School and we invite you to collaborate with us in providing 
your student with a meaningful learning experience.  

Erin Bowser, Principal  
Michael Griffin, Associate Principal  

Terry Thompson, Counselor A-G  
Danielle MacDonald, Counselor H-L 
Carolyn Stelling, Counselor M-Z  

WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) Leaders Program 

We are pleased to provide our WEB Leaders Program for all of our 
incoming sixth graders. Your student’s current fifth grade teacher 
will be helping us create student groups that will be assigned a WEB 
Leader from RHMS. Our student leaders will be in charge of 
orientation activities with your student starting on their first day of 
middle school. 

These activities will begin providing your son or daughter with a 
series of introductory activities that will continue throughout their 
first year at RHMS. As a result of these year-long activities, students 
at RHMS develop a sense of commitment and responsibility to each 
other.  

We wanted to take a moment to discuss how WEB leaders are 
selected. It is of paramount importance that our leaders are positive 
role models who increase the opportunities for success for the 6th 
graders in their group. Only incoming 8th grade students who are 
attending RHMS will be able to apply for these year-long mentoring 
positions, and the application process is very thorough. We will only 
select students who have demonstrated the appropriate beliefs and 
attitudes about student mentoring to mentor our incoming sixth 
graders. We believe that well-selected student leaders will be best 
able to make an impact for their assigned 6th grade students by 
fostering positive relationships and friendships.  

Throughout the year, your sixth grade student and their mentors will 
engage in such topics as:  

 Developing Positive Relationships, Respecting and Valuing

Differences, and Handling Peer Pressure

 Creating Healthy Friendships

 Positive Decision Making

 Academic and Personal Goal Setting

 Building Self Esteem and Acceptance

One of our intended outcomes is that your student will eventually 

become a leader and give back to younger peers those positive

relationships they experienced as a sixth grader!  

Sincerely, 

Erin Bowser, Principal  

Rose Hill Middle School 

Carolyn Stelling  

Program Coordinator 

Estimados padres de familia, 

Queremos hacer todo lo posible para ayudarlos a ustedes y a sus 

hijos a tener una experiencia productiva y exitosa en nuestra 

escuela. Es nuestra intención ofrecer clases apropiadas para 
ayudar a sus hijos en su aprendizaje y proporcionarles la mejor 
experiencia académica. Si tienen preguntas o necesitan información 

en español en cuanto al proceso de inscripción o selección de 
clases para sus hijos, por favor llamen al (425) 936-2460. Por favor 

dejen su nombre y número de teléfono con la secretaria. Nosotros 
nos pondremos en contacto con usted lo más pronto posible.
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6TH GRADE  Elective courses
Royal Exploration
One Year
Do you have a hard time making up your mind? In this course you will 
have the opportunity to explore pathways to the elective classes you 
can take in seventh and eighth grade. Experience a quarter long sam-
pling of courses in Consumer Sciences, Digital Media, Visual Arts and 
Gateway to Technology. You may discover a hidden passion or confirm 
your commitment to an area of interest. Whether you are ready or 
reluctant to try new things, this class is for you!

Exploratory Art
Students will gain an understanding of the elements and principles 
of design as they create original drawings, paintings, and sculptures. 
They will be introduced to a variety of media, including tempera/
acrylic paint, colored pencil and clay. The formal techniques of visual 
art will be taught and creativity is encouraged. 

Exploratory Foods
In this course, students will become familiar with the kitchen while 
developing a basic understanding of the importance of food and 
kitchen safety. Students will be actively engaged in the preparation of 
a variety of foods with a focus on culture and nutrients. 

Exploratory Digital Media
In this course, you will get to have a hands-on experience with all of 
the tools and resources that the Media Lab has to offer. Get an intro-
duction to Photography, Video and Animation with the easy-to-follow 
projects that introduce new tools and how to integrate them into your 
core classes. Also, become familiar with district sponsored resources 
such as Britannica Images, Discovery Education Streaming and the 
Microsoft Productivity Suite. Come prepared for fun, new learning and 
excitement!

Exploratory Technology
In this course, students will engage in inquiry and Next Generation 
Science Standards-based lessons as they take on the roles of me-
chanical engineers, software engineers, electrical engineers and data 
scientists. They will explore concepts of electricity and magnetism as 
they work with microcontrollers and design IoT (Internet of Things) 
devices to collect data visualized on Excel. Students will also be intro-
duced to robotics, programming, CAD (Computer-Aided Design) and 
3-D printing as they progress through course studies.

Concert Choir
One Year
This course is performance-based, designed for the novel singer who 
wants to join in the fun of singing with other singers and further the 
study of vocal/choral technique. Concert Choir will emphasize vocal 
production, sight-reading and producing high quality large ensemble 
performances. Concert music and vocal technique will be used as a 
means for developing the ability to think, learn, communicate, col-
laborate and enjoy music with fellow musicians as a way of connect-
ing with a smaller community. Concert attendance is required and 
fun! All participants in this music course are required to purchase an 
ASB card. Student participation in fundraisers may also be neces-
sary to help fund fields trips.

Concert Band
One Year
Concert Band is the place for you if you played in Elementary Band 
and want to further your skills on your instrument. Students will 
become better musicians as they learn concert music, pop music, 
marches and pep band music. As a part of the school band, students 
will perform at concerts and on field trips. Concert attendance is 
required as well as participation in all performances and field trips.  
This class will study through the book “Tradition of Excellence Book 
2.” Any students interested in starting a band instrument as a 
beginner will play as a member of the Concert Band for a full year 
(beginners are expected to put in extra practice time or take lessons 
outside of class if needed). Note: Piano and guitar are not 
instruments used in band and cannot be accommodated by this 
class. Students must provide their own instruments. All participants 
in this music course are required to purchase an ASB card. Student 
participation in fundraisers may also be necessary to help fund field 
trips.

Concert Orchestra
One Year
This course is for any grade level student who would like to begin 
playing a Violin, Viola, Cello or String Bass, or for students of any 
grade level who have previously participated in an elementary string 
orchestra program or have taken private lessons for at least one 
year. The school-year is filled with field trips traveling to performance 
opportunities! Here is an opportunity for students to gain confidence 
in public performance, develop self-discipline and responsibility, plus 
organizational skills in an ensemble setting, while experiencing fun 
with friends in quality music performances. Intermediate concert 
music and instrumental technique will be emphasized as a means for 
developing the ability to think and learn, as well as to communicate, 
collaborate and enjoy music with fellow musicians as a way to 
connect to a smaller community. Regular home practice and concert 
attendance are required. All participants in this music course are 
required to purchase an ASB card. Student participation in fundrais-
ers may also be necessary to help fund field trips.

Jazz Band
One Year
Jazz Band expands on the skills learned in Band/Orchestra and ap-
plies those skills to many jazz styles such as swing, blues, Latin and 
funk. The Rose Hill Jazz Band performs at school events, on field trips 
and for concerts. The focus of this course is to study and experience 
different jazz styles and to perform at our school and in the commu-
nity. This class meets before school daily and students must also be 
enrolled in Band or Orchestra during the day in order to be eligible to 
participate in Jazz Band. Note: Drum set and guitar players are select-
ed by audition. All participants in this music course are required to 
purchase an ASB card. Student participation in fundraisers may also 
be necessary to help fund field trips.
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6TH GRADE Required courses
English/Language Arts 6
One Year 
Sixth grade language arts students develop their vocabulary and 
reading comprehension skills in a variety of literary and informational 
texts through both in-class and independent reading experiences. 
They learn to evaluate texts and authors’ purpose by sharing their 
reading experiences with others. All 6th grade students take part in 
a novel study using The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt. The 
genres for 6th grade include fiction, non-fiction and poetry. In writing, 
students write to different audiences and for different purposes. They 
practice the writing forms of narrative, expository and argument with 
claims by applying the writing process and the traits of effective writ-
ing. The strand focus for writing is generating ideas and organizing 
them. 

Social Studies 6 
One Year
Sixth grade social studies focuses on ancient civilizations. As they 
learn about ancient civilizations, students study characteristics of 
cultures and regions, different forms of government and economic 
systems, and the impact of ancient civilizations on world history. 
They use their background knowledge of history, economics, civics 
and geography and apply important social studies skills as they read, 
research, explore and learn about the world around them and their 
place in it.

Math 6
One Year
In this course, students focus on four critical areas: (1) connecting 
ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and division and us-
ing concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) completing the 
understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of 
numbers to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative 
numbers; (3) writing, interpreting and using expressions and equa-
tions; and (4) developing an understanding of statistical thinking 
by describing and summarizing numerical data sets. Students also 
build on their work with area by reasoning about relationships among 
shapes to determine area, surface area and volume.

Integrated Science 6
One Year
This science course builds on physical, earth and life science con-
cepts and processes learned in kindergarten through fifth grade. 
Throughout middle school, students investigate physical, earth and 
life science topics and plan and conduct their own investigations, 
devise data tables, analyze data and communicate their findings. In 
grades 6-8, students learn to think critically and logically to make 
connections between prior science knowledge and evidence pro-
duced from investigations, models and system thinking.

6th Grade Science Strands: 
• Physical Science
• Earth Science
• Life Science
• Systems, Inquiry and Application: Taught through each unit

Fitness 6
One Year
In middle school, students develop competence in skillful movement 
in game situations and in a variety of recreational activities. They 
transition from modified versions of movement forms to more com-
plex applications across all types of activities. Students demonstrate 
the ability to assume responsibility for guiding their own learning as 
they apply their knowledge and abilities to create a practice plan to 
improve performance in selected physical activities. Students are 
able to set goals, track progress and participate in these activities to 
improve health-related fitness.

Each 6th grader will also take a year-long elective course.
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